Ecological site group R015XY005CAESG
Loamy Terrace <20"ppt
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Key Characteristics

» |located on terraces
» loamy texture
s <20" ppt

Provisional. A provisional ecological site description has undergone quality control and quality assurance review. It
contains a working state and transition model and enough information to identify the ecological site.

Physiography

This ESG is typically found on terraces, fan remnants, erosional remnants, and dissected terraces that have slopes
from 2 to 50 percent. Elevations typically range from 100 to 2000 feet.

Climate

The average annual precipitation in this area ranges from 10 to 20 inches (250 to 500 millimeters). Precipitation is
evenly distributed throughout fall, winter, and spring but is very low in summer. Coastal areas receive some
moisture from fog in summer. Most of the rainfall occurs as low- or moderate-intensity, Pacific frontal storms during
the period October to May. The average annual temperature is 52 to 65 degrees F (11 to 18 degrees C), decreasing
from south to north. The freeze-free period averages 275 days and ranges from 180 to 365 days, decreasing in
length with elevation and from south to north.

Soil features

Soails in this ESG consist mainly of deep to very deep, moderately well drained to well drained soils that formed in
alluvial materials.

The soils that represent this ESG include:

Chamise, a clayey-skeletal, mixed, active, thermic Ultic Palexerolls
Plieto, a fine-loamy, mixed, superactive, thermic Calcic Pachic Haploxerolls
Positas, a fine, smectitic, thermic Mollic Palexeralfs

Vegetation dynamics

This ESG covers the thermic (warm) areas of the terraces that receive less than 20 inches of precipitation each year
in MLRA 15 that were at one time part of a vast complex of oak savannahs and perennial native grasslands. The
fragmented and urbanized landscape in these low elevation foothill terraces within this MLRA that exists today
makes it difficult to imagine the natural landscape prior to human development.

Blue oak woodlands are usually associated with warmer, rocky, infertile, well-drained soils from a variety of parent
materials. Blue oaks are well adapted to dry, hilly terrain where the water table is usually unavailable. The climate is
Mediterranean, with mild wet winters and hot dry summers. Climatic extremes are relatively great in these
woodlands, because they have a considerable geographic and elevational range. Blue oaks have an unusual
tolerance of severe drought, even shedding their leaves during periods of extreme moisture stress. This survival
trait contributes to its pattern of distribution, as it competes most successfully with other tree species on drier sites.


https://edit-dev.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esg/015X

Generally, these woodlands have an overstory of scattered trees, although the canopy can be nearly closed on
better quality sites. The density of blue oaks on slopes with shallow soils is directly related to water stress. The
canopy is dominated by broad-leaved trees 5 to 15 m (16 to 50 ft) tall, commonly forming open savanna-like stands
on dry ridges and gentle slopes. Blue oaks may reach 25 m (82 ft) in height; the tallest tree, found in Alameda
County, measured 28.7 m (94 ft) high and had a crown spread of 14.6 m (48 ft). Shrubs are often present but rarely
extensive, often occurring on rock outcrops. Typical understory is composed of an extension of Annual Grassland
vegetation.

Blue oak is the dominant species, comprising 85 to 100 percent of the trees present. Common associates in the
canopy are coast live oak in the Coast Range, interior live oak in the Sierra Nevada, valley oak where deep soil has
formed, and western juniper in the Cascade Range. In the Tehachapi and Paiute Ranges in Kern County, this
habitat mixes with species from east of the mountains California juniper and single-leaf pinyon. In interior sections
of the southern Coast Range, as in San Luis Obispo County, it mixes with California juniper. Associated shrub
species include poison-oak, California coffeeberry, buckbrush, redberry, California buckeye, and manzanita spp.
The ground cover is comprised mainly of annuals, such as brome grass, wild oats, foxtail, needlegrass, filaree,
fiddeneck, and others.

Details of successional trends in this habitat type are poorly known. Succession presumably proceeds directly from
annual grasslands to tree stages. Most stands of BOW exist as medium or large tree stages with few or no young
blue oaks present. Therefore, only structural classes 3-5:S-D are likely to be found. Few areas can be found in
California where successful recruitment of blue oaks has occurred since the turn of the century. This may be due to
changes in land use; increased consumption or damage of acorns and seedlings by insects, livestock, and native
animals; competition between seedlings and introduced annuals for available soil nutrients and moisture; and the
absence of appropriate climatic conditions. Where germination of acorns occurs, survival and growth of the
seedlings typically fail. Probably in the drier savanna-like stands, the grassland openings will simply become larger
as older trees die. Live oaks may replace deciduous oaks in some areas, because their seedlings are more browse
resistant. Many authorities question whether conditions will ever again support the recruitment of blue oaks needed
to maintain these important woodlands.

Valid generalizations about the duration of various successional stages leading to mature stands of BOW are not
possible, because adequate quantitative studies have never been done. The successional sequence probably takes
at least 50 years, even on good sites. Blue oaks are relatively slow-growing, long-lived trees. Large blue oaks range
in age from 153 to 390 years. Estimation of tree age based on dbh measurements is risky, however, because the
dbh relationship varies tremendously depending on site quality. Moreover, height growth is extremely slow or even
ceases after trees reach 65 cm (26 in) in dbh.

Information from:

California Wildlife Habitat Relationships System
California Department of Fish and Game
California Interagency Wildlife Task Group
Lyman V. Ritter

Major Land Resource Area

MLRA 015X
Central California Coast Range

Stage

Provisional

State and transition model



Loamy Terraces

Current State State 2
T
Community phase 1.1 Community Phase 2.1
Representative community (50+ years) R1 Dominated by non-native
+ annual grasses and forbs
Blue oak cover (<25% cover) with scattered ﬂ_ljb Community phase 1.2
evargreen shrub species (chamise, ceanothus, etc. ). Ty
The understory is dominated by non-native annual Short-lived community (0-10 years)
grasses and forbs, with relic amounts of native
perennial grasses and forbs. Dominated primarily by non-native
1.3b grasses and forbs with some remnant
T 11a ,/? native perennial grasses and forbs and
1.3a , R less than 5% tree cover. This phase also
i includes post-fire endemics that only
C hase 1.3 1.
P R # surface during first few years following fire.

Transitional community {10-60 years)

Blue oak cover (5-15% cowver) with scattered,
resprouting evergreen shrub species (chamise,
ceanathus, etc.). The understory is dominated by
nan-native annual grasses and forbs, with relic
amounts of native perennial grasses and forbs.

Reference State Community Pathways (Matural disturbance regime only — no management scenarios )

Commumity Phase 1.1 = Blue oak cover (<25% cover) with scatiered evergreen shiub species (chamise, ceanathus, etc.). The understory i dominated by non-native annual grasses and
Torbs, with limiled amownts of native grasses and forbs.

Community Pathway 1.1a: The historical fire regime is approximatety 70 10 200 years, with lightning being the primary ignition source, Low severity, surface fires are mast typical with
severty of the fire increasing with the density of shrubs in the undersiory, Fires result in & decrease in mostly small or young frees, most shrubs and all herbaceous cover,

Communily Pathway 1.1b: Fires become more frequent (less than 10-year intervals).

Commumity Phase 1.2 - Dominated pimarily by non-native grasses and forbs with some remnant native herbs and less than 5% tree cover. This phase also includes post-fire endemics that
only surface during first few years fallowing fire.

Community Pathway 1.28: The shift occurs as the oaks and evergreen shrubs regenerate and begin to shade out the herbaceous species

Community Phase 1.3 - Blue oak cover (5-15% cover) with scattered, re-sprouting evergresn shrulx specles (chamise, ceanothus, etc.). The understory |s dominated by non-native annual
grasses and forbs, with limited amounts of native grasses and forbs.

Community Pathway 1.3a: This ocours as the coast live oak and other species becomes taller and older

Communily Patiweary 1.3b: This ocours when a fire lakes place before the coas! ive cak and other species have time to creale a denser, closed canopy.

State 2

Community Phase 2.1 - This communily phase represents all the varied land uses that significantly alter this ecological site, typically remaving the tree cover but not always. This is an

extremely varied community phase that includes all types of alterations that so significanily alter the ecological site that it is permanently changed and no longer has typical or representative
ecological dynamics.

Transilions

T1 This ransition is caused by repeated fires that have removed most 1o all of the rees and evergreen shrub seed sources andlor significant human alterabions that force this ecological
siler over a threshold and change the funclion and structure of this site in extensive ways thal serve maostly intensive agriculture or urban/housing developrments.

R1 This restorabion pathway occurs only when significant time and money inputs are focused on returning ecological function and native seed source to the site.
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